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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report,  which 
deals  with  the  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the 
Borough  of  Widnes  for  the  year  1941. 

The  Report  is  much  curtailed  and  all  statistical  tables  from  which 
population  figures  can  be  deduced  have  been  omitted.  The  necessary 
data  have,  however,  been  recorded  and  will  be  available  for  publication 
after  the  war. 

The  Birth  rate  for  the  year  was  slightly  lower  than  that  of  the 
preceding  year  but  was  above  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years. 
The  general  Death  rate  and  the  Death  rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  slightly  below  the  rates  for  the  preceding  year.  The  Maternal 
Mortality  rate  also  showed  a  slight  decrease  but  the  Infant  Mortality 
rate  was  higher.  The  increase  in  the  latter  was  mainly  due  to 
Whooping  Cough. 

During  the  summer,  13  cases  of  Para-typhoid  were  notified, 
chiefly  among  children.  The  cause  was  found  to  be  a  synthetic  cream 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  cream  cakes.  Fortunately  this  infected 
cream  was  only  used  by  one  wholesale  confectioner  whose  premises 
were  situated  in  the  City  of  Liverpool.  The  responsibility  for  taking 
steps  to  deal  with  the  source  of  infection  devolved  therefore  upon 
the  Liverpool  Authority.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  98  as  compared  with 
47  during  1940.  The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  was  160  as 
compared  with  200  during  1940,  There  were,  however,  9  deaths 
from  Diphtheria  during  the  year,  a  larger  number  than  has  occurred 
for  a  considerable  time,  5  of  the  deaths  occurring  among  children 
under  5  years  of  age.  None  of  the  children  who  died  from  this  disease 
had  been  immunised. 
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A  scheme  providing  free  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was 
put  into  operation  during  the  year.  This  constituted  the  greatest 
individual  preventive  measure  ever  introduced.  1,026  children  under 
5  years  of  age,  i.e.  32%  of  the  children  under  school  age  and  4,204 
children  over  5  years  of  age,  i.e.  65%  of  the  school  children  were 
immunised  during  the  year.  The  response  of  parents  relative  to 
children  under  five  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  At  least  75% 
of  such  children  should  be  immunised  if  a  definite  reduction  in  the 
local  incidence  of  this  disease  is  to  be  achieved.  General  propaganda 
has  undoubtedly  been  partially  effective  and  the  Clergy,  Medical 
Practitioners,  Nurses  and  School-teachers  have  co-operated,  but  these 
social  workers  will  need  to  interview  personally  all  those  parents  who, 
up  to  the  present,  have  been  unwilling  to  give  consent  in  order  to 
attain  this  objective. 


The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  were  fully  extended. 
The  Education  Authority  appointed  Mr.  J.  M.  Brodrick  as  Ophthalmic 
Specialist  during  the  year.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee,  therefore,  recommended  his  appointment  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  examination  and  treatment  of  children  under  5  years  of  age, 
particularly  those  suffering  from  squint.  The  necessity  for  the  early 
treatment  of  this  condition  has  been  frequently  emphasized,  inasmuch 
as  many  of  the  children  so  affected  lose  the  sight  in  one  eye  from 
disuse.  The  establishment  of  an  organised  clinic  will  undoubtedly 
reduce  this  disablement. 


Enquiries  were  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
need  for  the  establishment  of  war-time  nurseries,  and,  while  it  was 
found  that  the  immediate  needs  were  not  great,  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  prepare  a  complete  scheme  at  the  outset  which  would 
cover  all  the  future  needs  of  the  Borough.  In  collaboration  with  the 
Secretary  for  Education,  a  detailed  scheme  was  prepared  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  appropriate  department  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
approval.  A  joint  conference  with  an  official  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
who  was  responsible  for  war-time  nurseries  and  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Schools  took  place,  and  sanction  to  proceed  with  the  proposals  was 
immediately  given.  Time  was  thereby  saved  and  the  majority  of  the 
nurseries  will  be  in  a  position  to  function  in  1942. 


43  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  on  the  Lowerhouse 
Lane  Estate  and  they  were  let  to  families  which  were  overcrowded. 
This  effected  some  relief,  but  the  shortage  of  houses  becomes  more 
acute  each  year.  The  Sanitary  Department  is  experiencing  consider¬ 
able  difficulty  in  securing  repairs  to  houses  and  many  of  the  older 
houses  will,  in  consequence,  become  in  a  state  of  gross  disrepair. 
It  is  also  probable  that  a  higher  standard  of  housing  will  be  generally 
adopted  as  part  of  the  post-war  re-construction  scheme,  and  local 
authorities  will  need  to  be  giving  full  consideration  to  a  comprehensive 
housing  programme.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  sanction  to 
proceed  with  the  building  of  houses  will  not  be  delayed  as  it  was 
after  the  last  war. 
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I  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  chief  officials 
of  the  Corporation  and  those  members  of  the  municipal  staff  who  have 
unstintingly  assisted  me  during  a  difficult  period. 


I  wish,  also,  to  acknowledge  my  appreciation  of  the  cordial  support 
afforded  me  by  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Council. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


ALBERT  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
Borough  : — 


Birth 

Rate. 

Per  1,000  of  Population. 

Death  Rate  Death 

from  Rate 

Death  Tuberculosis  from 

Rate,  of  Respiratory  Cancer 
System. 

Per  1,000 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Births. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under 

1  year. 

Mean  of  5  years 
1936-1940 

21.16 

12.7 

0.61 

1.4 

3.43 

82 

Year — 

1940 

23.84 

14.6 

0.75 

1.65 

2.97 

88 

1941 

22.9 

14.02 

0.68 

1.5 

2.00 

96 

Increase  or  Decrease 
in  1941  on  Five  Years’ 
Average  +1.75 

1936-1940 

+  1.3 

+  0.07  +0.1 

-  1.43 

+  14 

Previous  Year 

-  0.94 

-0.58 

-0.07 

0.15 

-0.97 

+  8 

VITAL  STATISTICS- 

—WARDS  IN 

THE  BOROUGH - 

Farn  worth. 

Elalton. 

Simms  Cross 

Victoria. 

Waterloo. 

West  Bank. 

Ditton. 

TOTALS. 

Birth-rate 
per  1000  ... 

18.18 

25.2 

22.4 

27.2 

19.7 

23.9 

25.8 

22.9 

Death-rate 
per  1000  ... 

12.6 

14.5 

12.8 

18.0 

11.6 

13.7 

14.7 

14.02 

Infantile  Death 
rate  per  1000 
Eirths 

72 

120 

100 

107 

83 

55 

111 

96 

Death-rate 
from  Cancer 
per  1000  ... 

1.9 

1.5 

1.5 

1.2 

0.97 

0.6 

2.1 

1.5 

Death-rate 
from  Phthisis 
per  1000  ... 

0.4 

0. 17 

0.67 

1.4 

0.3 

1.3 

0.76 

0.68 
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(2)  PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME— 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  Widnes  Queen's  Nursing 
Association  for  the  home  nursing  of  children  suffering  from  measles 
and  whooping-cough  have  operated  normally. 

(3)  MIDWIFERY— 

The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  area  was  9. 

(4)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES— 

Bacteriological  Examinations  : 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  in  1941  was: — 

Nasal  swabs  ...  366  Faeces  .  29 

Blood  .  13  Urine  .  27 

Throat  swabs  ...  1276 

(5)  HOSPITALS— 

(a)  The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
during  1941  was  286,  as  compared  with  266  during  1940. 

(b)  A  summary  of  the  cases  treated  at  the  Accident  Hospital 


during  1940  was: — 

Patients  in  Hospital  December  31st,  1940  ...  5 

Admitted  during  1941 .  130 

Out-Patients  during  1941  1180 

Re-visits,  Out-Patients  during  1941  .  6549 

Operations  .  80 

X-Ray  Examinations  .  987 

Deaths  . " .  8 

Patients  in  Hospital  December  31st,  1941  ...  4 


The  cases  treated  in  1940  were:  Admissions  173;  out-patients 
1229;  and  operations  71. 

(6)  MATERNITY  HOME— 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Home  during  the  year 
was  303  as  compared  with  213  during  1940. 

(7)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES— 

The  Local  Authority  has  provided  one  motor  ambulance  for  the 
removal  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  to  Hospital,  one  for  the  removal 
of  patients  to  Hospitals  within  or  without  the  Borough,  and  one  for 
emergencies. 
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The  amount  of  work  done  during  1941  by  the  motor  ambulances 
which  are  used  for  non-infectious  cases  was  : — 

Patients  conveyed  to  hospitals  301  ;  patients  conveyed  from 
hospitals  320;  mileage  11,042.  The  number  of  patients 
conveyed  to  and  from  hospitals  during  1940  was  576  and 
509  respectively  and  the  total  mileage  was  12,069. 

(8)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES— 

The  Child  Welfare  and  school  clinics  functioned  normally  during 
the  year. 

The  record  of  home  visits  paid  by  the  health  visitors  during 
the  year  was  :  — 

To  Expectant  Mothers  :  First  Visits  ...  402  Total  Visits  ...  1239 
Infants  under  1  :  ,,  ,,  ...  870  ,,  ,,  ...  4784 

Children  1-  5:  —  —  —  ,,  7487 

An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  conducted  by  Mr.  P.  Malpas  every 
Wednesday  afternoon.  The  specialist  voluntarily  conducts  an  ante¬ 
natal  clinic  at  the  Maternity  Home  immediately  he  has  finished  his 
session  at  the  Health  Centre.  The  number  of  ante-natal  cases  which 
attended  the  clinics  was  737,  as  compared  with  688  during  1940. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  arrange  for  20  cases  to  be  admitted  to 
the  Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital  during  the  year  because  of  dis¬ 
abilities  or  defects  discovered  at  the  clinic.  The  number  of  cases 
admitted  during  1940  was  29.  In  addition  80  cases  were  admitted 
to  the  Whiston  County  Hospital,  as  compared  with  57  during  1940. 

From  its  inception  the  work  at  the  clinic  has  not  been  confined 
to  ante-natal  supervision.  Patients  suffering  from  disabilities  which 
are  the  result  of  childbirth,  or  from  other  diseases  peculiar  to  women, 
are  examined,  and  where  necessary  are  admitted  to  the  Women’s 
Hospital,  Liverpool,  for  operative  treatment.  129  such  cases  were 
examined  during  the  year  1941.  The  services  of  the  specialist  are 
also  at  the  disposal  of  the  medical  practitioners  for  cases  of  difficult 
labour  and  puerperal  disorders,  and  are  being  more  frequently  used. 

A  scheme  for  the  examination  and  treatment  of  crippled  children 
was  put  into  operation  in  January,  1926.  The  Orthopaedic  surgeon 
visits  Widnes  fortnightly  to  direct  the  necessary  treatment.  Children 
requiring  operative  treatment  are  admitted  to  the  Children’s  Infirmary 
at  Liverpool,  the  country  hospital  at  Heswall,  cr  the  Widnes  Accident 
Hospital. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY— Chapel  Street— 

This  is  provided  by  the  County  Authority,  and  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  attends  on  Monday  mornings,  Wednesday  evenings,  and 
Friday  afternoons. 
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IV.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
WATER  SUPPLY— 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  obtained  by  pumping  from 
deep  wells  in  the  sandstone.  Five  samples  were  analysed  by  the 
Public  Analyst  and  38  by  the  Bacteriologist  to  the  City  of  Liverpool 
and  were  found  to  be  of  excellent  quality.  The  chlorination  of  water 
supplies  was  commenced  in  November. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION— 

6  waste  water  closets  were  converted  during  the  year,  so  that 
there  are  only  5  houses  with  this  type  of  convenience. 

There  are  97  privy  middens,  but  they  are  situated  in  the  rural 
parts  of  the  Borough,  and  cannot  be  converted  owing  to  the  absence 
of  adequate  sewers. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL— 

This  work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Highway  Committee, 
and  motor  transport  is  mainly  used.  There  are  44  dry  ashpits,  all 
the  remaining  houses  in  the  Borough  having  portable  bins. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT— 

A  record  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  is  as 


follows  : — 

Defects  or  Nuisances:  No.  Discovered  ...  1496 

No.  Abated  .  1431 

No.  of  Notices  served  :  Informal .  505 

Statutory  .  77 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken .  Nil. 

No.  of  Premises  visited  .  5016 


Premises  kept  under  observation. 

Number  of 
Premises. 

Number  of 
Inspections. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  . 

203 

Factories,  sanitary  accommodation 

136 

Bakehouses 

34 

65 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

4 

Milkshops 

106 

317 

Cowsheds 

23 

46 

Common  Lodginghouses 

5 

38 

Visits  to  premises  where  cases  of 

Infectious  diseases  have  occurred 

329 

446 

No.  of  premises  disinfected  after 

cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

286 

— 

No.  of  articles  disinfected  by 

steam  disinfector 

1  1603 
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V.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  MILK  SUPPLY— 

The  number  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  the  register  is  106.  One 
dealer’s  licence  for  the  bottling  of  T.T.  milk,  one  for  the  distribution 
of  T.T.  milk  and  one  for  the  distribution  of  Pasteurised  milk,  were 
issued.  There  are  23  dairy  farms  in  the  Borough,  most  of  which  are 
in  good  order.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  appointed  Mr.  P.  T, 
Lindsay  as  its  veterinary  officer,  and  he  inspected  during  the  year 
280  cows  on  four  occasions.  As  a  result  of  his  inspections,  four 
cows  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  were 
slaughtered.  7  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  samples  taken 
during  the  year  revealed  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  one  of 
them. 


(b)  MEAT— 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
comprised: — Beef  1132-g-  lbs ;  Pork  80  lbs ;  Bacon  82  lbs ;  Liver 
65  lbs ;  Kidney  41  lbs ;  Rabbits  826  lbs ;  Tinned  Beef  4  lbs ;  Tongue 
6  lbs.  All  these  articles  were  sent  to  a  local  firm  for  commercial 

use. 


There  is  one  licenced  slaughterhouse. 


(c)  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS— 

Other  food  condemned  comprised  251  lbs  of  apples;  452  oranges; 
35  lbs  halibut;  2283  eggs;  1  lb.  butter;  4  tins  evaporated  milk; 
720  lbs.  onions;  1  tin  soup. 


5  samples  of  milk  were  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  and  14  samples  of  artificial  cream  were  submitted  for  analysis 
in  relation  to  the  outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  Fever. 
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VI.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

(i)  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR— 


DISEASE. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria . 

160 

160 

9 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

98 

91 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— • 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

71 

— 

41 

Erysipelas  . 

18 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever  . 

13 

13 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

5 

5 

1 

Measles  . 

412 

1 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

297 

— 

13 

Infantile  Paralysis 

1 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis — 

[M  . 

23 

— 

16 

(a)  Pulmonary  ...  ■ 

F  . 

19 

— 

13 

Total  ... 

42 

— 

29 

M  . 

9 

- - 

6 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

F  . 

7 

— 

2 

Total  ... 

16 

— 

8 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  1940 
was  47. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  preceding 
four  years  was  1937— 370  ;  1938—240;  1939—180,  1940—200. 

3,904,000  units  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  and  32,000  units  of 
Scarlet  Fever  Anti-toxin  were  used  during  the  year. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA.  Two 
cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  and  admitted  to  Whiston 
County  Hospital. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.  Three  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  one  of  which  was  admitted  to  Whiston  County 
Hospital.  The  remaining  two  cases  received  treatment  at  home. 
No  injury  to  vision  resulted  among  any  of  the  cases. 
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TUBERCULOSIS.  The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and 
of  all  deaths  from  the  disease  during  1941  will  be  found  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Age  Periods. 

New 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Cases.  Deaths. 

Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F.  1  M.  F.  M.  F. 

Years 

0-1 

1-5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5-10 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

* 

3 

— 

10-15 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15-20 

• — 

2 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

20-25 

4 

4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

25-35 

5 

4 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

— 

35-45 

5 

3 

2 

5 

2 

— 

1 

45-55 

7 

2 

1 

5 

2 

1 

— 

55-65 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

65  -  upwards 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

• — 

— 

Totals 

23 

19 

42 

9 

16 

7 

16 

13 

29 

6 

2 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

NO.  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR— 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  b)  ...  43 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  .  43 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  — 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  .  43 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bags  : — 

23  houses  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority,  and  54  private 
houses  and  other  premises  were  sprayed  during  the  year  because  of 
verminous  infestation.  A  substance  known  as  4-cide  was  used  in  an 
electric  spray.  This  was  carried  out  by  an  employee  of  the  Local 
Authority.  The  dis-infestation  of  the  furniture  of  tenants  removed 
from  condemned  houses  was  carried  out  by  a  contractor  by  means  of 
hydrocyanic  acid. 

In  addition,  45  houses  were  disinfected  by  an  employee  of  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  The  steam  disinfector  at  the  latter  institution  was 
extensively  used,  the  number  of  articles  treated  exceeding  that  of  the 
previous  year  by  3,420.  An  appreciable  number  of  the  latter  consisted 
of  blankets  used  by  fire  guards  and  civil  defence  personnel.  Arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  for  the  regular  disinfection  of  blankets  used 
by  the  various  services  with  a  view  to  preventing  infestation. 
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